
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 4th MARCH 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner introduced himself, and said he had recently submitted a planning application for an extension to his house, to Somerset Council.  The Clerk reported that no email has been received regarding this so far.
A parishioner enquired about the ‘missing bin’ that was previously located at the bus stop.  The Chairman replied that the PC are not intending to replace it as there is less litter without it being there.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell. 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 4 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Kevin Rixon.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th FEBRUARY 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
The next LCN meeting is being held on Thursday, 7th March at the Council Offices on Brymton Way.

5. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Somerset Councilor’s reports were previously circulated.

6. DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES
Somerset Council have issued a ‘Highway Services Devolution Offer’ document. A budget has been agreed for Somerset Council 24/25, the Highways Services have provided clarity on the current Highways Services options for the next few years and are hoping to generate PC ‘Expressions of Interest’. The proposed highway savings were scaled back to around £200k which is a reduction of about 15% in  terms of  spend on  grass cutting, gully emptying, hedge trimming and treating noxious weeds.  The saving will not come into force until April 2025 to give time for local agreements to be reached. The PC view was that much on the spending cuts were for ‘reactive responses’, and it was hoped this would not really affect East Chinnock Parish.  The situation will be kept under review and reassessed should any impact become apparent.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no planning applications received.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve):

· N Chapman (Salary & Expenses Jan-Mar + Holilday Pay 2024) 

          £1369.98

· Elan City Ltd – SID purchase





          £2700.00

· Douglas Reeve – Reimburse for sign fixing clamps and torque for SID 

  £53.82

· Somerset Council – Installation of 2 x SID Posts




£400.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK.

a) The Clerk has agreed to write to the person with a dog in the community field, (who refused to leave when Cllr Taylor mentioned dogs were not allowed there), to ask him not to take the dog in the park again in the future.

b) The Clerk reported that she had received 3 quotes for mowing and strimming of the Community Field.  It was difficult to compare the quotes an they were priced differently (hourly rates or per visit). A resolution was passed to ask one of the contractors to mow the grass asap, as it is very long at the moment.  Following this the contractor could then provide a ‘set’ price per mow (and strimming) for future cuts.  Cllr Taylor asked if the contractor could also brush the cut grass off the play equipments matting each time it is mown.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a)  The rest of the Village Hall planter has now been repaired and is just awaiting the capping stones. The Clerk has continued to chase the company supplying the capping stones who have told her they will be ready soon! Action: Clerk

b) Cllr Goodes is waiting for a reply from Gillett & Johnston who said they were available to do the work sometime soon! (he has a 2-month deadline to submit paperwork to the WMT to secure the grant and is awaiting papers from G&J).   In order to do a ‘full fix’ of the clock, a further £3k-£4k would be required. Cllr Goodes has produced a flier asking if villagers would like to donate to the church clock repair. This will be circulated on the facebook page and the Chinnock Chimes. Action: Cllr Goodes

c) Allotments provision will be on the April agenda, for Cllr Rixon to provide an update.

d) The village book "East Chinnock Village Echoes" was first published at the turn of the Millennium to celebrate the history of East Chinnock. Julie Jewell has provided details on the cost of printing the book and also given details of the format. Marianne Merchant who co-authored the book has confirmed there are no copyright issues. It was agreed the ‘Pdf’ file could be posted on the East Chinnock facebook group and on the village Website.  Action: Cllr Wetherell.

e) The Defibrillator / First Aid Training is confirmed for Tuesday, 9th April (7.00pm). Cllr Taylor agreed to meet the trainer, and also to lock up the village hall.

f) The Annual Assembly will happen 8th April 2024 at 7.30pm prior to the Parish Council meeting. Cllr Goodes to prepare the annual address

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
There will be a bingo night on Friday 8th March. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
The Clerk has had 3 quotes for the ‘Parish lengthmens’ job. These were discussed.  It was decided to continue with one-day every-other-month for now.  A resolution was passed to accept the AJ Fencing and Landscapes quote (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve) for three visits (i.e. 6 months) and then review Action: Clerk

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Cllr Wetherell reported that the vegetation blocking the pavement on the A30 at Bridge Farm House has now been cut back.

b) The Avon and Somerset Police Community Trust cheque for £2,800 towards the cost of the SID project has been received. Cllr Reeve announced that the SID posts have finally been installed and the SID can now be ordered (to be delivered to Cllr Taylor’s home).  The ‘Chapter 8’ training for the ‘SID volunteers’ will happen at the end of this month. Hi-viz jackets will need to be ordered for volunteers.

The recently installed new signage and lines at Collorway Lanes/ Badgers Cross was discussed (including ‘no right turns’ from Collarway Land to the A30, and the reverse of ‘no left turns’ from the A30 to Collarway Lane’).  The Parish Council passed a resolution (Proposer: Cllr Reeve, Seconder: Cllr Taylor) that the new signage and white lines are what is needed for the safety of all road users (subject to the changes given below). The signage is exactly what the Parish Council asked for at the Chinnock Hollow meetings held at Cott Farm, (and accepted as required by Highways personnel due to the Chinnock Hollow being closed). The current Parish Council chairman lives at Badgers Cross, and he accepts that it is a minor inconvenience but fully agrees with it from a road safety perspective. The changes the Parish Council would propose are as follows:

1. The ‘no left turn’ signage should be moved further down the hill away from the junction to give sufficient notice and avoid confusion when approaching the junction from Collarway Lane

2. The ‘white lines’ at Badgers Cross need to be reviewed as they are now channeling traffic from the Collarway straight across to Green Lane which is a single lane carriageway with very few passing spaces, rather than turn right onto the 2 lane carriageway to Odcombe.  They also appear to be non-compliant with the highway code. Action: Cllr Reeve.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Cllr Weatherell intends to give details of the invite to parishioners to design a ‘PC logo’ in the March edition of Chinnock Chimes.  Cllr Wetherell commented that the East Chinnock Facebook group continues to increase in numbers.  
15. RIGHTS OF WAY
It was agreed Mr Bussell would be covered by the Parish Council Insurance, as a volunteer, when carrying out work on footpaths (such as mending footpath finger-signs) at the behest of the PC.  Somerset Council have agreed to supply him with some footpath finger-posts.  

Mr Bussel reported that Rights of Way have asked their contractor to remove the fallen tree at the bottom of Green Lane. They are unsure of a date when this will happen, so have temporarily closed the path (Y8/28) for safety reasons.

Mr Bussel reported that Somerset Council have agreed to replace a broken stile on Y8/24 with a footpath gate but required land-owner permission.  The owner, Cllr Cox was happy to give permission.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 8th April, 2024, following the Annual Assembly.  

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.  .

